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Summary and Recommendation:

This paper provides a summary update of key projects relating to the Councils nuclear 
projects specifically the Moorside Project and the North West Coast Connections Project, 
and the Governments intentions for the provision of a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) for 
higher activity radioactive waste.  

 1. Members are asked to note the current position in relation to the Moorside Project and 
the Government’s proposal for a Geological Disposal Facility. 

1. Moorside and North West Coast Connections Project

Members will recall that negotiations between NuGeneration Ltd’s existing company owners, Toshiba, 
and potential buyers have been on-going since May 2017. In view of the fact that no decisive progress 
had been made in this process, the Board of Toshiba, at its meeting on 8th Nov, took a decision to 
cease any further development of their involvement in the Moorside Project, resulting in closing down 
the operations of NuGeneration Ltd as of 31st March 2019. In the next 3 months the company will be 
carrying out works to remove any infrastructure on the site including boreholes and hardstanding 
areas before the site is returned to the ownership of the NDA. 

At the Council meeting in May 2018 the Council re-iterated its support for the Moorside Project. In 
view of the recent announcement by Toshiba, the Council will continue to work in collaboration with 
Government and other parties to continue to make the case for the Moorside Project and the 
contribution that the development of the site for a new nuclear power station will make to the 
national energy strategy. As previously reported consultation on a draft revised National Policy 
Statement for new nuclear power stations to cover the period 2026 to 2035 is expected in the next 12 
months and the Moorside site has been nominated for inclusion within the range of sites expected to 
be deployed within this period.

2. Geological Disposal Infrastructure Siting Process

Members will recall that the Council, in April, submitted consultation responses to two UK 
Government consultations under the Government White Paper – ‘Implementing Geological Disposal: 
A Framework for the long-term management of higher activity radioactive waste’, one on ‘Working 
with Communities’ and the other on the National Policy Statement (NPS) for GDF Infrastructure. It is 
understood that Government has reviewed the consultation responses and a decision to launch the 
process and the search for a volunteer host community is expected soon. Once an indication of the 
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launch date is made known a programme of Member workshops is planned with a view to developing 
a Council position on the siting process. 

3. Further updates

Any further updates will be verbally reported to Members at the meeting.


